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You Can't Stay Here: The Efficacy of Reddit's 2015 Ban 
Examined Through Hate Speech (2018)
● Reddit’s decision to close r/fatpeoplehate and r/CoonTown 

● “You f*cking f*tass, you made the decision to be a fat f*ck after you decided to stuff 

your fat f*cking face instead of acting like a normal human being.” - a highly-upvoted 

r/fatpeoplehate comment

● Research focus -

○ Effect of ban on contributors to banned subreddits

○ Effect of ban on subreddits that saw influx of banned subreddit users 



CAUSAL EFFECTS OF THE BAN?
● Hate Speech lexicons made public @ https://tinyurl.com/hatewords

● Users of banned subreddits:-

○ Left

○ Active and migrated; decrease by >80% in their hate speech usage

● Invaded subreddits - NO significant changes in hate speech use

● Banning - cut down outlets to propagate hate speech

● Reddit banned copycats

● Subreddits and members - didn't want to attract attention of site admins

● Reddit’s ban - made hateful people migrate to darker parts of internet

● Implications - 1,536 r/fatpeoplehate users have exact match usernames on 

Voat.com.

https://tinyurl.com/hatewords


 Footprints on Silicon:  Explorations in Gathering 
Autobiographical Content (2015)
● Analyzed email to extract content that could be of autobiographical nature

● Built the classifier by mining discriminating features like textual keywords, threads, 

labels and mail network properties 

● Naive Bayes, Random Forest and LibSVM
● Accuracy and Precision



Results
● Textual keywords and labels were most effective during classification when 

considered by themselves 

● Email network properties and thread counts were not very good indicators on their 

own, but when augmented with textual keywords and labels, they were observed to 

give improved performances






